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CONTACTS 

Columbia Global Centers | Beijing 

Columbia Global Centers | Beijing, launched in March 2009, is one of eight Global 

Centers established by Columbia University operating around the world. The Centerõs 
projects aim to engage the University with issues, ideas and counterparts in China and 

the Beijing region through collaborations across a number of fields, including sustainable 
development, urbanization, urban health, international relations and global governance, 

educational reform, social media, and public health. 
 

The Center is located in west Beijingõs tech-hub area, Zhongguancun, which is also 
known as Chinaõs òSilicon Valleyó. It is the countryõs biggest high-tech park and home to 

dozens of leading Chinese and international internet and technology companies. The 
Center is adjacent to some of Chinaõs top universities, such as Tsinghua University and 

Peking University, as well as geographically close to historic significant locations like the 
Summer Palace.  

 
Located in a business suite, the two-floor facility features nearly 9,000 square feet of 

office space equipped to accommodate more than 20 employees and a 1,000 square feet 
event space floor with a multi-functional conference room equipped with video and 

audio systems. It is an ideal place for high-profile conferences, academic lectures, training 
programs, workshops, roundtable meetings, and alumni gatherings. Up the staircase from 

this area is the primary workspace, with 14 desks, six independent offices, a large seminar 
room, and a salon area. 

 

Contact Points: 
Ms. Helena Xiao 

Program Manager 

hx2193@columbia.edu; +86-15901526118 

Ms. Fiona Liu

Finance and HR Manager 

Fl2400@columbia.edu; +86-18513616606 

Ms. Chenchen Duan

Event Coordinator 

cd2960@columbia.edu; +86 13716256976 

 

Address: No. 26, 1F Core Plaza, No. 1 Shanyuan Street, Zhongguancun, Haidian District, 

Beijing, 100080̂ ̔ ֤ Ҭ῏ 1 ѿ 26 ̃ 

Tel: 86-10-82483997; Fax: 86-10-62680598 

Website: globalcenters.columbia.edu/beijing/  

 

 

mailto:hx2193@columbia.edu
mailto:Fl2400@columbia.edu
mailto:cd2960@columbia.edu
http://globalcenters.columbia.edu/beijing/
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Location of Columbia Global Centers | Beijing 

 

 

 

 

Note: Core Plaza/  is close to the Suzhoujie Subway Station (Line 10 - the 

northwest side). Leave by Exit B, walk straight and then turn left at Cai He Fang 

Lu/ . Walk north about 2 blocks, past Dan Ling Jie/Ҹ , and the 

Center will be on the right in the Core Plaza building. It takes about 10 minutes to 

walk from Suzhoujie Station to Core Plaza.  

 

 

 

        
Core Plaza/                          Centerõs front gate
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Beijing Yanshan Hotel 

( ֤ ) 

Tel: (86-10)62563388 

Email: you@yanshanhotel.com 

Address: Beijing Yanshan Hotel, 38A (A38) Zhongguancun Street, Haidian District, 

Beijing. China.̂ Ҭ ֤ Ҭ῏ 38 ̃ 

Website: www.yanshanhotel.com 

From Beijing Capital International Airport: 

- By Taxi: 45 minutes drive and costs around CNY 90. 

Nearest public transport from Beijing Yanshan Hotel 

- Subway station: Line 4 - Renmin University (6 minutes walk) 

 

Map: From Columbia Global Centersҧ Beijing to Beijing Yanshan Hotel 

 

 

             Note: It will take 24mins on foot from Center to hotel. 
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Brief Introduction  

Quick Facts about China 

China borders the Pacific Ocean, including the East China Sea, Bohai Bay, Korea Bay, 

Yellow Sea and South China Sea, and neighbors North Korea, Russia, Mongolia, 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Nepal, Bhutan, Burma, 

Laos and Vietnam. It has 23 provinces, 5 autonomous regions and 4 municipalities 

(Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin and Chongqing). It is one of the world's largest countries 

(along with Russia, Canada and America) and has a history of over 5,000 years. 

 

 
Source: Chinese Government's Official Web Portal   

 

Population:  1,367,822,576 people (by 2014) 

Total Area:  9,596,960 km2 (Land: 9,326,410 km2; Water: 270,550 km2) 

Climate:  Diverse ð from tropical in the south to subarctic in the north     

Terrain:   West - mountains, high plateaus and deserts 

  East - plains, deltas and hills 

Major Religions:  18.2% Buddhist, 5.1% Christian, 1.8% Muslim, 1% Other 

(includes Daost), 52.2% unaffiliated (The state is officially atheist) 

Ethnic Groups:  

Han Chinese (91.6%) and 55 ethnic minorities, such as Zhuang, 

Uygur/Uighur, Hui, Yi, Tibetan, Miao, Manchu, Mongol, Buyi, etc. 

(Source: CIA World Factbook)
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Quick Facts about Beijing 

Beijing (also called òPekingó) is the capital of the People's Republic of China and one of the most 

populated cities in the world (19,612,368 as of  2010). Located in northern China, Beijing is 

governed directly by the national government with 14 urban and suburban districts and two rural 

counties. The Beijing Municipality is bordered by Hebei Province and the Tianjin Municipality to 

the southeast. 

 

       
Source: http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2003-04/02/content_815387.htm      Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beijing  

 

Beijing is amongst the most developed cities in China and was the first post-industrial city in 

Mainland China with a manufacturing industry accounting for 73.2% and a gross domestic 

product (GDP) of  ͜ 1.95 trillion or $318.107 billion. Beijing is also home to 41 Global Fortune 

500 companies (the second most in the world behind Tokyo) and over 100 of  the largest 

companies in China. 

 

 

Source: China Meteorological Administration 

 

Beijingõs climate is characterized by hot, humid summers due to Beijing monsoons and generally 

cold, windy, dry winters that reflect the influence of  the Siberian Anticyclone. During the spring, 

there can be sandstorms from the Mongolian steppe, accompanied by warm but dry air. Autumn 

is similar to spring, little rain, crisp and short. 

(Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beijing ) 

 

 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2003-04/02/content_815387.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beijing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tertiary_sector_of_the_economy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fortune_Global_500
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fortune_Global_500
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beijing
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LIVING IN BEIJING  

Finance 

Currency 

Chinese currency is called Renminbi (RMB/͜/ᾝ). There are three units of measurement: yuan, 

jiao and fen. 1 yuan = 10 jiao =100 fen. 

 

Chinese people normally refer to òYuanó as òKuaió, and òJiaoó as òMaoó. RMB is issued both in 

notes and coins. It will be helpful to recognize each version in advance.  

 

 
100 yuanå$16                    50 yuanå$8 

 

20 yuanå$3.2                     10 yuanå$1.6 

 

5 yuanå$0.8                       1 yuanå$0.16 

  
5 jiaoå$0.08                        1 jiaoå$0.016 
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1 yuanå$0.16               5 jiaoå$0.08            1 jiaoå$0.016 

 

For detailed information, please refer to the Chinese Government's Official Web Portal: 

http://e nglish.gov.cn/2005-08/16/content_23765.htm 

 
Exchange 

When:  It is recommended to exchange money upon arrival in Beijing. 

Where:  

¶ Branches of banks (recommended) 

¶ e.g. Bank of China, Industrial and Commercial Bank of China, China Construction Bank, and 

Agricultural Bank of China 

¶ Beijing International Airport 

¶ Hotel foreign exchange desk 

Exchange Rate:    

The exchange rate varies daily. Currently, the exchange is ~6.2 RMB to 1 USD. Banks display 

the current rate on big screens with red characters. Please note that there is a slight difference 

between online and at-the-counter rates The current online exchange rate can be found at: 

www.boc.cn/sourcedb/whpj/enindex.html.  

Note: Please do not forget to take your passport with you.  

 
Bank Account 

If you want to bypass the 4% service fee for using a foreign debit or credit card, open a Chinese 

bank account and use a Chinese bank card. Please do not keep all your money in your hotel or 

carry it around with you. ATMs in Beijing are available 24 hours a day. 

 

Tips: 

¶ When opening a bank account in China, you need your passport and a valid visa. 

¶ Banks usually charge a fee for depositing and withdrawing money in a different city or bank 

than the one you opened your account in.  

¶ The telephone number of some banks for customer service: 

o Bank of China: 95566 

o Industrial and Commercial Bank of China: 95588 

o Agricultural Bank of China: 95599 

o Construction Bank of China: 95533 

 

 

http://english.gov.cn/2005-08/16/content_23765.htm
http://www.boc.cn/sourcedb/whpj/enindex.html
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Credit Cards  

At the moment, the following credit cards are accepted in China: Master Card, Visa, American 

Express, JCB (Japan Credit Bureau) and Diners Card. However, some places only accept Chinese 

credit cards or cash, especially when venturing into more remote regions with few internationally 

linked ATMs. 

 

Consult with your bank before departing to ensure your credit card will work in China. 

Source: http://www.foreignercn.com/  

 

ATMs Near Beijing Center: 

 

 

Communication 

Dialing with a Beijing phone 
China ĄUS: International Code (00) + Country Code (+1) + Area Code + Phone # 

Within Beijing: Dial directly. E.g. CGCEA: 8248 3997 

http://www.foreignercn.com/
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Other cities: Area Code + Phone # (If calling to landline) ; Dial directly (if calling a phone 

number) 

 

For Chinese Area Codes: http://www.china-mobile-phones.com/Area-code-China.html  

 

Cellphone 
 

Telecom Standard:  

If you decide to use your US phone while in China, it must support GSM 900 and 1800 

frequencies or is triband/quadband. Note that if you use your US SIM card in Beijing, you may be 

charged roaming data and high phone rates, sometimes ($2-5 USD/minute.) 

 

Buying a SIM Card: 

 

There are only two major mobile service providers in ChinañChina Mobile and China Unicom. The user needs to 

bring the passport to a service office, open the account and pay an advance payment to their SIM cards before using 

the service.  

 

Account Opening Fee: 

10 RMB (China Mobile) ,20 RMB (China Unicom) 

 

Monthly Fee: 

Different packages include different amount of local call minutes, cross-province call minutes and the data and 

monthly fee ranges from 30-40 RMB to several hundred for different plans.  

 

Minut e Charge: 

Within plan: 

The additional charge within the plan is around 0.15 RMB/minute to 0.25 RMB/minute for two service 

providers. 

Without plan: 

0.6 RMB/minute (China Mobile), 0.54 RMB/minute (China Unicom) 

 

International Calling: 

 

China Mobile cell phones will not normally make international calls. For that service, users need to go to a China 

Mobile office and ask them to enable the "12593" international dialing service.  When the users prefix all the 

dialing numbers with "12593" and calls to North America, the charge is only 0.4 RMB/minute (calls to Europe 

and Australia will be somewhat more expensive). 

 

China Unicom allows international calls on all prepaid SIMs but the prefix is "10193" and their rate is 0.39 

RMB/minute to the US. 

 

(Source: http:/ /www.chinatraveldepot.com/us43-China-Travel-FAQs) 

http://www.china-mobile-phones.com/Area-code-China.html

































































































































