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Message from Lee C. Bollinger
President, Columbia University

Our network of Global Centers has become 
central to the University’s teaching, research, 
and scholarship. The Centers afford students 
and faculty the opportunity to engage with 
the people and ideas shaping the modern 
world, at a moment when that need could 
not be more urgent. And when they return 
to our home campuses, those who 
have travelled abroad play an 
essential role in broadening 
the intellectual outlook of 
all of us. It is simply a fact 
that we would not be the 
same institution without 
the Global Centers.
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A challenging year the world over, 2020 
vividly illustrated the perils of not heeding 
recommendations backed by scientifically proven 
data. Making decisions based on populism and 
false assumptions has cost the world dearly.

Yet the response to the Covid-19 crisis by health 
care professionals and the medical research 
community has demonstrated the power of 
pooled resources, as brilliant minds came 
together from around the world to come up in 
record time, albeit still not quickly enough, with 
real solutions to a global pandemic not seen in 
our lifetime. The world can now afford more 
than a glimmer of hope, as millions of vaccines 
are being distributed globally, and now that 
knowledge and reason are once again prevailing 
in political leadership.

This cooperative approach, and its attendant 
benefits, was also a hallmark of the Columbia 
Global Centers network during 2020. The 
Centers quickly mobilized and pivoted to offer 
more than 500 instructive webinars–tackling 
issues related to the economy, Covid-19, 
forced migration, climate change, and many 
other critical topics–that brought Columbia 
expertise in conversation with essential voices 
from all over the world, to reach hundreds of 
thousands of audience members. The Centers 
collaborated in their programming with every 

school on campus, which led to new, sustained 
opportunities for tangible and
impactful collaborations that engage our faculty 
with regional partners around relevant topics.

The Global Centers also offered students virtual 
internships, providing our local and regional 
networks of employers exceptional talent and 
skills. The program generated 1,900 applications 
from students in more than 50 countries. 
More than 400 students from 15 schools across 
campus took up positions last summer, and the 
program has been expanded and extended into 
the academic year.

Perhaps the most pioneering work the Centers 
performed during the crisis was in leading the 
University’s efforts to provide international 
students study and community spaces–to 
convene, connect, and collaborate–at the Global 
Centers and nine pop-up sites around the world, 
in addition to student access to study facilities 
in 80+ other cities. More than 4,000 students
have registered for and accessed the spaces, and 
thousands more have been engaged in robust 
programming and through new communication 
channels designed to meet the needs of our 
international student body.
At a time when so many turned inward and 
the world became insular, we went out–even 
more–and we adapted, innovated, and built 

Message from Safwan M. Masri
Executive Vice President for Global Centers and Global Development 

Columbia University

community. We were not isolated groups serving 
specific locations, but a global body functioning 
together for all. Our defining purpose–of 
being an essential, international part of the 
University–has never been more clearly realized. 

The network of Columbia Global Centers has 
turned a corner in a way that is enormously 
beneficial–to their stakeholders in every region, 
and to the University. This year, 2021, is one 
of consolidation for our network, as we strive 
to continuously grow and strengthen the 
international presence essential to the University 
and the global community.

I am immensely grateful to our many partners 
and supporters all over the world who make the 
work of the Columbia Global Centers possible 
and impactful, and I am especially proud of our 
staff, who have worked tirelessly throughout the 
year to ensure that we deliver on our promise.

In hope and faith,
Safwan M. Masri

Executive Vice President for Global Centers
and Global Development, Columbia University
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The Beijing Center
in Retrospect

Columbia Global Centers | Beijing serves as 
an important regional hub for the Columbia 
community in East Asia, facilitating and promoting 
academic exchange, research, and scholarship 
programs in the region. We help provide our 
faculty, students, and alumni with a broader global 
view and international experience by forging 
connections with local intelligence.

Facing unprecedented challenges in 2020-
2021, we created an on-campus atmosphere that 
supported the remote learning of more than 2,500 
international students, enabling them to continue 
their study, research, and networking in China. 

The Beijing Center designed and hosted 76 
programs and activities that provided unique 

opportunities for knowledge exchange and 
skill development across multiple disciplines, 
including medicine & public health, environment 
& sustainability, business, innovation & 
entrepreneurship, engineering & applied sciences, 
women in leadership, arts, culture & history, 
education and others. 

More than 100 Columbia and regional scholars, 
researchers, and leaders joined our thought-
provoking conversations during which they shared 
and discovered ideas that spawned new initiatives. 

Throughout this tumultuous year, the Beijing 
Center maintained an active regional community, 
provided essential services, and inspired broad 
social influence with timely and critical expertise 
and resource sharing. Our efforts culminated in 5 
million social media views, email exchanges, and 
online participation, garnering praise and plaudits 
from our stakeholders. 
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Year
in
Numbers

Sept. 2020-Aug. 2021

Programs
and 
Events

Columbia School or Center’s Engagement

Total
participants

Columbia
faculty

Columbia
administrators/

staff

Columbia College
Columbia Engineering
Columbia Business School    

Columbia Law School            

Graduate School of Architecture, Planning 

and Preservation 
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences   

School of International and 

Public Affairs      
School of Nursing     
School of Professional Studies  

Barnard College  
Teachers College 
School of Social W

ork    
Lamont-Doherty 

Earth Observatory    

Columbia
students

70+ 55+6,000+

60,000+

76
Media Matrix and Digital Influence

WeChat
followers

Website 
page views

53,000+

41,000+

Email 
subscribers

11,000+ 

Weibo 
followers

Bilibli 
followers

Media
coverage and 

articles

Facebook 
followers

Twitter 
followers

7, 600+

1,700+
20+

250+

170+

LinkedIn 
followers

230+
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Student
Programs

Columbia Campus

Artwork by Myles Zhang
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University Initiative
for
International Students

Throughout this University-wide 
initiative providing support to 
international students during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Beijing 
Center along with the Global Centers 
network and WeWork, welcomed 
thousands of students from across the 
region to the Center where they could 
convene, study, and collaborate. We also 
organized diverse and tailored academic, 
career, and networking programs and 
events to help students integrate with the 
broader University community. More 
than 3,000 students in more than 10 
cities of China have benefited from this 
initiative over the past academic year.

Students watch Columbia President Lee Bollinger’s conversation with Prof. Safwan Masri on the history 
of Columbia and its on-the-ground support and resources for international students during the University 
Leadership Forum for International Students on December 8, 2020.
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Student Quotes

Columbia is dedicated to offering students 
a quiet and comfortable place to study 
and make in-person connections. Thanks 
Columbia for the convenience you have 
brought to us during this special time.

— Sen XU  CBS '21

It's a very convenient and cozy space for study. I 
enjoy the bright sunshine from the big windows, 
the open public space, and the free coffee.

— Coey LI  GSAS '22

The willingness and 
determination to host 
a student workshop 
resulted in a safe, quiet, 
and fully-functional 
space provided by the 
University. Thank you 
Columbia for creating 
all the opportunities for 
your students around 
the world during this 
hard time.

— Jun YAO  SEAS '21

“
“

“

”
”

”Columbia-dedicated WeWork Space in Beijing

Columbia-dedicated 
WeWork Space in
Shanghai

Columbia-dedicated 
WeWork Space in 
Shenzhen
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Student
Academic Engagement

"Library Workshop Series"
Access the C.V. Starr East Asian Library at Home

In response to international students' 
increasing need for library services, 
the Beijing Center, in partnership 
with the C.V. Starr East Asian Library 
at Columbia University, developed a 
series of workshops on advanced library 
resources, tools, and methods. About 
200 Columbia students participated in 
the workshops.

'Notions of Sacrifice' in
COVID-19 Responses in East Asia:

Insights into the historical, cultural, and sociological origins 
and mechanisms behind the fight against COVID-19

In support of undergraduate students 
during the year of COVID-19, the 
Beijing Center designed a webinar 
led by Columbia scholars from China 
and South Korea to facilitate in-depth 
understanding of East Asian cultures. 
Three students of the Undergraduate 
Global Engagement program, who 
have co-founded a podcast titled 
Silver Lining under the guidance of 
the Columbia Global Collaboratory, 
moderated the discussion. The Center 
for Undergraduate Global Engagement 
and the Weatherhead East Asian 
Institute supported the event.

Chengzhi Wang, Chinese Studies 
Librarian at the C.V. Starr East Asian 
Library, provides guidance to students 
on how to use the library’s online 
resources.

Eun Kyong Shin, Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Sociology at Korea University

Yanjie Huang, Columbia University Ph.D. Candidate in Modern 
Chinese History
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Local Orientation
and
Networking Building

November 7, 2020

Teachers College
Students and Alumni Gathering

November 14, 2020

Columbia Law School 
Students and Alumni Gathering

Columbia-designated 
space in Beijing

Columbia-designated 
space in Shanghai

40+ students and alumni at 
Columbia-designated space in 
Beijing
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Columbia Class of 2021 Graduation Celebrations 
in Beijing, Shanghai, Shenzhen, and Hong Kong

The Beijing Center 
transformed from its 
usual workplace setting 
to a festive space for 
graduation celebrations.

December 16, 2020

Columbia SIPA
Students and Alumni Gathering

Columbia-designated 
space in Beijing

Columbia-designated 
space in Shanghai
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Shanghai 
graduation 
celebration 
in a snapshot

Graduates at Columbia-
designated space in Hong 
Kong toss their caps to 
celebrate the end of their 
academic life at Columbia.
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Career
Development

The COVID-19 pandemic has posed dramatic challenges in many 
respects and has forced transformations in building our future programs.  
The Beijing Center put student career development as one of our 
priorities in response to the international travel restrictions and the 
worldwide shrinking job market. We have designed and delivered a 
series of career development programs including six virtual career fairs, 
four global virtual internship programs, one industry insight panel, a 
weekly WeChat column, and a dedicated webpage providing the latest 
career opportunities in the Greater China region.

Our Partners

April 29, 2021, SEAS 
Class Day Celebration 
at the Beijing Center 2423 



Virtual Career Fairs

October 29-30,
2020

January 28,
2021

April 6-8,
2021

January 6-7,
2021

March 26,
2021

GSAS

Employers

Employers

Employers

Employers

Employers

Positions offered

Positions offered

Positions offered

Positions offered

Positions offered

Offers accepted

Offers accepted

Offers accepted

Offers accepted

Offers accepted

Attendees

Attendees

Attendees

Attendees

Attendees

12

12

29

23

8

38

38

65

52

20

12

12

24

15

8

136

136

327

306

90

SEAS

SEAS

CBS
&

MAFN 
Program

SPS
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Industry Insight Panel

Student
Feedback

Employer
Feedback

For a student who is a year away from graduation, this 
career fair gave me a clearer vision of where I stand now 
and what I should do next to achieve my goal.

— Shibo ZHAO  SEAS '22

The virtual career fair is a great platform for 
students and employers. There were many 
promising career opportunities, and loads of 
information from the attending companies.

— Jingchen HU  SEAS '21

The virtual career fair was tremendously helpful to Abelian. I 
graduated from SEAS a couple of years ago, and I am always 
eager to recruit SEAS alumni. More than 15 students have 
submitted their resumes.

— Zhao JIN  SEAS '13
Abelian Technologies

The event went far beyond our expectations. Columbia 
Engineering students and alumni are very enthusiastic. 
Many of them have added me on WeChat to find out 
more about jobs and how to apply. Thank you, the 
Beijing Center, for organizing this successful event!

— Merico
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Prospective
Student
Programs

College Walk

Artwork by Myles Zhang
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3

2

Columbia is among the most diverse and inclusive 
universities in the U.S. with one of the largest 
numbers of international students and scholars. 
Statistics from the International Students and 
Scholars Office show 10,172 international 
students enrolled at Columbia in Fall 2020. 
The Beijing Center is among the most active 
contributors to connect Columbia schools with 
their prospective students. 

Information sessions co-hosted by the Beijing 
Center provided students and their parents with 
first-hand, from-the-source knowledge of the 
admissions process, academic programs, campus 
activities, students life, and financial aid. These 
events helped incoming students explore resources 
and opportunities available at the University and 
the Global Centers through talks with peers, 
current students, and alumni.

The prospective student programs have connected 
more than 900 students, who later enrolled to 
Columbia, with the vibrant and prosperous 
community.

1. On March 19, 2021, 65+ SEAS newly 

admitted students attended the welcome 

reception in Beijing.

2. On March 26, 2021, 65+ SEAS newly 

admitted students at the Shanghai 

WeWork Space.

3. On March 27, 2021, 40+ newly 

admitted students attended the SIPA 

welcome receptions both in Beijing (top) 

and Shanghai (bottom). 

4. On April 2, 2021, 40+ SEAS newly 

admitted students at the Shenzhen 

WeWork Space.

5. On April 18, 2021, a Columbia-wide 

Welcome Receptions engaged over 400 

new Columbia students in Beijing (top) 

and Shanghai (bottom).

6. June 5, 2021, Columbia Undergraduate 

Information Session at the Beijing Center

6

1

4

5
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Thematic
Programs

College Walk and Broadway

Artwork by Myles Zhang
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Environment
and

Sustainability

In response to the energy needs, climate 
change challenges and opportunities in green 
technologies among emerging Asian nations, 
the Beijing Center developed a Global 
Seminar Series titled Energy and Climate 
Change in Emerging Asia, in partnership 
with the Center on Global Energy Policy at 
Columbia SIPA and the Mumbai Center. 
The webinar series focused on common 
energy needs and differing climate change 
challenges among emerging Asian countries.

More than 200 students and 400 public 
audiences participated in local live streaming 
events.

The Beijing Center has invested 

extraordinary effort in developing 

our thematic programs. These 

programs showcase the University's 

core values and expertise, providing 

inspirational experiences that have 

made a long-lasting impact on 

both local and global communities. 

They stimulate sustainable and 

innovative collaborations with our 

local partners on global challenges 

in the fields of Environment and 

Sustainability, Health and Medicine, 

Global Competence Education, 

Business Innovation and 

Entrepreneurship, 

and Women in 

Leadership.

Pierre Noël (left), Global Research Scholar at the 

Center on Global Energy Policy at Columbia SIPA

David Sandalow (middle), Faculty Advisory 

Committee member of the Beijing Center

Laszlo Varro (right), Chief Economist at 

International Energy Agency
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Dr. Noël presented an overview on the major trends and key questions about Chinese 

energy and CO2 emissions from 1960 to 2060.

Prof. Sandalow talked about three promising areas where U.S. and China could work 

well together in his presentation on China-U.S. Climate Change Policy.

Health
and
Medicine

In the most heart-stirring and powerful webinars of 2020, the 
Beijing Centre helped present “Nurses on the COVID-19 
Frontlines” which brought together 400 nurses from all over 
the world.  Although continents apart, the nursing professionals 
shared experiences that showcased their common courage and 
resilience in dealing with gravely ill patients, and their own 
physical and emotional burnout. 

The Beijing Center invited frontline nursing faculty, students, 
and clinicians from Zhongnan Hospital of Wuhan University in 
Wuhan, and Columbia University School of Nursing and New 
York-Presbyterian Hospital in New York, to share lessons learned 
that are essential for an effective pandemic response.

In Spring 2021, the Beijing Center 
featured a presentation by Jennifer 
Dohrn, Associate Professor and Assistant 
Dean of the Office of Global Initiatives, 
on “Advancing Nursing Practice to 
Achieve Global Health Equity: What 
We Learn from Pandemics”. Dr. Dohrn 
talked with nurses in China about global 
developments in the profession.
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Global
Competence
Education

The COVID-19 pandemic has not only caused 
millions of tragic deaths, but it has also led to rising 
tensions between countries, communities, regions 
and ethnicities, spurring calls for de-globalization. 
During this unprecedented crisis, global competence 
education is now more important than ever before.

Therefore, the Beijing Center has launched a 
thematic symposia series in partnership with 
Teachers College at Columbia University, 
Beijing Normal University School of Arts and 
Communication, and BNU-ANOBO Children's 
Global Competence Research Committee. We 
invited numerous global education leaders, scholars, 
and entrepreneurs to discuss the role of education 
and educators in helping people develop global 
competence, and how they can continue to evolve, 

innovate, and achieve better performances.
On December 19, 2020, in celebration of the 
20th anniversary of the founding of the Center 
on Chinese Education at Columbia University, 
Teachers College and to pay the tribute to the 
founding director, Professor Mun C. Tsang for 
his outstanding and tireless work on educational 
collaboration between China and Teachers College, 
the Beijing Center co-hosted a forum titled “Cross- 
Fertilization of Culture and Education: U.S.-
China Education Forum” to reflect on meaningful 
collaborations among US-China educators, 
strong historical ties between Teachers College 
and counterparts in China, and stimulate deeper 
cooperation.

The Beijing Center also facilitated 
conversations on reform and innovation 
in education. Thomas Hatch, Professor 
of Education at Teachers College, talked 
about his new book, The Education We 
Need for a Future We Can't Predict , 
detailing his vision of efficient, effective, 
and equitable schools. Discussions also 
centered on development of student-
centered learning environments, 
innovative curriculum, and pedagogy 
in China and the U.S. among scholars 
from Beijing Normal University and 
Tsinghua University High School and 
the co-founder of ETU Education.
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A panel discussion on the education reform in the U.S., China and other countries.

Prof. Thomas Hatch presented his new book, The Education We Need for A Future We Can’t 
Predict , on April 22, 2021.

Yinuo Li in conversation with Thomas Hatch on student-centered, whole-person education on June 5, 
2021. More than 1,600 people joined the online discussion.

Business
Innovation 

and
Entrepreneurship

Innovation and entrepreneurship are among 
the driving forces behind massive economic 
growth in China and around the world. 
There is little doubt they will play even more 
crucial roles in the coming fourth industrial 
revolution.

In partnership with Zhongguancun 
Collaborative Innovation Center (Zlink+), 
the Beijing Center curated the “Pioneer Open 
Mic” business incubation project, including 
a series of roadshow events, mentorship 
programs, one-on-one office hour activities, 
exclusive networking events, and more. The 
goal is to provide communities at Columbia 
University and various Ivy League schools 
with life-changing opportunities by endowing 
students and alumni with a passion for 
innovation.

Eight young entrepreneurs and company 
founders, four of whom were Columbia 
alumni, shared their stories and vision to 
inspire emerging business leaders tap into 
AI+ education and the new consumer goods 
industry. More than 600 participants took 
part in the series.
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Pioneer
Open Mic

Speakers who inspire

1. Hanxiang Wang GS '21, 

Founder of Instruct AI

2. Xinran Hou CBS '17, 

Founder of Jiaxi

3. Yuan Ma GSAS,

Founder of L'Origine

4. Naizeng Fang GSAS '14, 

Founder of Coco 100

12
34
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Women 
in 

Leadership

I always thought that there 
was nothing an antifeminist 

would want more than 
to have women only in 

women’s organizations, 
in their own little corner 
empathizing with each 
other and not touching 
a man’s world. If you’re 
going to change things, 
you have to be with 

the people who hold 
the levers.

—Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, 
1933 – 2020

The passing of U.S. Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg gave us pause to reflect on a 
life that personified the ethos of our Women in 
Leadership program.

Our women leadership program this year continued 
to present a series of interactive lectures and 
inspirational conversations and discussions. Our 
goal is to help equip emerging women leaders 
and entrepreneurs with essential business and 
management skills and instill the confidence to take 
on leadership roles.

4645 



The Beijing Center invited our advisory board member Yang Lan 
to share her stories and insights on new pathways for forward-
looking women leaders. We also co-organized and promoted a 
women's innovative leadership program in China that was jointly 
developed by Barnard College and Her Village Academy.

Forty-one Chinese women who are entrepreneurs 
and business owners gathered at the Beijing 
Center for a training session of the program on 
July 23, 2021.
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2020-2021
Special Projects

Stand in Solidarity: 
Combating Anti-Asian

Racism and Xenophobia

In response to a call to support the anti-racism 
movement, and to foster a more inclusive 
community, the Beijing Center, in partnership with 
the University's research institutes and administrative 
offices on campus, presented a thematic series titled 
Stand in Solidarity: Combating Anti-Asian Racism 
and Xenophobia.

Columbia faculty members, scholars, teachers, and 
students from China and the U.S. presented their 
findings on the recent and dramatic increase in 
hate crimes targeting Asians in the U.S. A survey 
conducted by Professor Qin Gao and her colleagues 
at Columbia University School of Social Work found 
that, among 400 New Yorkers who are Chinese or 
Chinese–Americans, 57% of them experienced at 
least one type of discrimination in daily life, and 20% 
of them felt threatened and harassed, which indicates 
the increasing severity of the racism, xenophobia and 
exclusion issues embedded in America society.

The series also offered psychological support, 
actionable solutions and recourse for the U.S.-bound 
Chinese students in response to the racism hurt. The 
goal was to help them better understand heightened 
racial tensions in the U.S. and address discrimination 
against Asians and Asian-American communities.

Urban Reflection
on
COVID-19

Urban Reflection on COVID-19 is a student 
initiative that asked the participants to submit 
design or essay works discussing the phenomenon 
and heuristic solutions within the field of Chinese 
Urbanism and providing ideas to enhance resilience 
and preparedness in a post-pandemic future.

This initiative was organized by Columbia Global 
Centers | Beijing and Columbia University Urban 
China Network, a student organization of the Urban 
Planning program within the Graduate School of 
Architecture, Planning and Preservation.

As a part of this initiative, a series of online 
discussions were hosted featuring industry 
experts and practitioners to help more than 2,500 
participants better understand how to apply big data 
response mechanisms in the urban planning sector, 
and facilitate the vendor economy and other sectors 
in a sustainable way.

Among 100+ worldwide design and essay 
submissions, six winners were selected after a full 
month of review by a number of experts, including 
Weiping Wu, Professor of Urban Planning at 
Columbia GSAPP and Director of the M.S. Urban 
Planning program, and Guicai Li, Dean of the School 
of Urban Planning and Design of Peking University.

In August, the Beijing Center co-curated a month-
long exhibition to showcase award-winning projects 
and excellent design projects.
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Marketing 
and
Outreach

Van Am Quad

Artwork by Myles Zhang
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Marketing
Services

Content Operation

Media Matrix 
and Partnership

Event Operation

Online Community 
Management

The Beijing Center has expanded its social media 
presence on multiple new platforms, including 
WeChat Channels, Bilibili, and TikTok, 
creating and distributing valuable, relevant, 
and consistent content and attracting 
more diversified followers from across 
the region and the wider Columbia 
community.

To advance the University’s local 
reputation and provide relevant 
expertise, the Beijing Center has 
maintained strong networking 
with local mainstream media, 
including BTV, CGTN, China 
Daily, iFeng, Sohu, and other 
outlets.

Equipped with well-developed Columbia China 
public program platform and strong brand 
influence, the Beijing Center has been able to 
successfully deliver Columbia themed events and 
programs to the community.

The Beijing Center has maintained an active and growing 
Columbia China community on WeChat with more than 
5,900 Columbia students, alumni, parents, and friends. 
Taking advantage of our media products, online and in-
person events, the public can learn about the Center and 
the University and share and exchange information and 
resources with others in the community.

Taking advantage of the popularity of social media, the Beijing 

Center developed a strategy of multiple media matrices to expand the 

influence of the University and the Global Centers across the 

Greater China region. The matrices enable us to forge a 

deeper understanding between Columbia and 

China, and create opportunities for open 

communication between the two countries 

so that future academic engagement 

and collaboration can 

emerge.
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Media Influence
WeChat

Livestream Platforms

WeChat Channel Short Videos:

261,000+

Top WeChat Articles:

11 short videos

reaching 10,000+ views

Bilibili:

iFeng-Live: Sohu Kanzhan Live Stream:

15,000+ participants 9,000+ participants

views 27K+ Alma Mater - 'Stand, Columbia!': 
Commencement 2021

13K+ Notes and Keys - 'Oh, Columbia': 
Commencement 2021

11K+ Meet the Columbia Climate School and 
its Leaders

16K+ Columbia Pianist Nansong Huang - 
'Colorful Clouds Chasing the Moon'

10K+ Photo Collection: 'Welcome to Columbia'

12K+ Photo Collection: Class of 2021 
Graduation Event in China

31K+ President Obama - Barnard College 
Commencement 2012

24K+ Ben Platt - 'Oh, Columbia': 
Commencement 2020

15K+ SEAS Minecraft Commencement 2020

22K+ Jeffrey Sachs - Closing Remarks at New 
Forms of Solidarity 2020

15K+ About Barnard College 

59K+ News: President Bollinger Calls on Biden to End the Trump 
Administration's Assault on the International Exchange of Ideas

37K+ Columbia-Designated WeWork Spaces in 12 Cities of China Now 
Available to All Columbia Students

8K+ President Bollinger's 2020 Convocation Address

8K+ CGC | Beijing Study Space Now Available to All Columbia Students

7K+ News: Chinese Legal Studies Center Named for Hong Yen Chang 1886, 
the First Chinese Lawyer in the U.S.

7K+ Columbia Class of 2021 Graduation Event

ANOBO International Children’s Tech and Art Traveling Exhibition Opening Ceremony, July 24, 2021

13th Annual Columbia China 
Business Conference, April 6-9, 2021

2021 Columbia China and the 
World Forum, August 7, 2021

116,000+ audiences 150,000+ audiences

5655 



Seven influential national news outlets featured
the ANOBO Traveling Exhibition Columbia ISSO's

Bilingual
WeChat Column

Advancing the
Columbia Custom Program

Since Fall 2020, the Beijing Center has 
partnered with the International Students 
and Scholars Office (ISSO) at Columbia 
University to launch its WeChat column 
on the Beijing Center’s WeChat platform. 
The Chinese-English bilingual column 
makes ISSO’s information and services 
more accessible to international students, 
scholars, and parents. The ISSO column 
has surpassed 6,500+ views and 500+ likes 
and has received enthusiastic responses 
from the community.

The Beijing Center is helping to expand the 
market and increase awareness among local 
and regional partners of Columbia University's 
educational resources.
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1.  BRTV

2. China Daily

3. Xuexi Qiangguo

4. CCTV-CBOX

5. cnwomen.com.cn

6. Guangming Daily

7. CGTN
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Columbia Business School's
Digital Strategies
for Business Program

12,000+
participants reached

9,000+
participants reached

Women's Innovative 
Leadership Program

The Digital Strategies for Business program is 
designed for senior managers and executives seeking 
to create innovative strategies and business models 
to ensure their organization continues to thrive in 
the ever-changing digital age.

The Women's Innovative Leadership Program 
is designed to equip emerging women leaders 
and entrepreneurs with essential business and 
management skills. This program helps them 
develop a set of interpersonal skills and action 
plans to increase happiness and achieve positive 
growth, and inspire them with clear visions and 
strategies, leading to a successful leadership role 
and effective organizational changes.
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Low Library

Artwork by Myles Zhang

Alumni
Engagement
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Three-City 
Halloween 
Gathering  

Fun Summer
in Beijing

6

75

4

3

1

2

The Beijing Center and Columbia 
Alumni Clubs in Beijing, Shanghai, 
and Shenzhen jointly organized a 
gathering at the Columbia-dedicated 
WeWork spaces in Beijing, Shanghai, 
and Shenzhen. More than 200 
students and alumni joined the event 
to network and celebrate Halloween 
with their peer students and alumni 
leaders in China.

1. Nansong Huang Summer 2021 Piano 

Recital in Beijing

2, 3, 4 & 5. ANOBO International 

Children's Tech and Art Traveling 

Exhibition

6 &7. Columbia University Student Drama 

Forum and Workshop
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Urban and Architectural Space in the Pandemic Era 

(from top to bottom):

1.  Round table discussion with 21 renowned architects  

2. Lectures by Jun Cai CBS and Ziyu Zhuang GSAPP

 

3. Exhibitions featuring all panelists' work

Panel & Exhibition: Post-COVID-China 

Urbanization (from top to bottom):

1.  Exhibition of excellent design projects

2. Panel discussion featuring award winners 

and professional practitioners (CU alumni)

3. Presentation and critique
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Faculty House

Artwork by Myles Zhang
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List of Events

Barnard New Student 
Orientation

Symposia Series: Reset 
the Future I: Educating 
Globally Competent 
Children

Clean Skies over Our 
Cities: Lessons from the 
Covid-19 Lockdown

Recruitment for SPS 
Deferrals and New 
Commits

TC Students and Alumni 
Social Gathering

Columbia Law School 
Students and Alumni 
Gathering in Beijing and 
Shanghai

Book Talk & Panel 
Discussion - The Brussels 
Effect: How the European 
Union Rules the World

Barnard Friendsgiving

Columbia Student-Alumni 
Book Discussion Series I: 
Guns, Germs, and Steel

Virtual Career Fair for 
all Statistics and MAFN 
students and alumni 

Columbia Halloween 
Gathering & UIIS 
Orientation at Columbia-
designated spaces in 
Beijing, Shanghai, and 
Shenzhen

In Conversation with Wei 
Sun: Leading the Charge 
into China

Barnard Beijing 
Convocation 2020 
& Student-Alumnae 
Gathering 

7th Urban China Forum

Columbia, Yale, Penn, 
Dartmouth Undergraduate 
Student Panel & Gathering

Nurses on the COVID-19 
Frontlines: Experiences and 
Lessons Learned in Wuhan, 
China and New York City, 
USA

SIPA Students and Alumni 
Gathering in Beijing and 
Shanghai Library Workshop I: Access 

the C.V. Starr East Asian 
Library at Home 

Library Workshop II: 
Chinese Studies: Useful 
Databases for Course 
Assignments, Papers and 
Theses

Panel Discussion: The 
Notion of Sacrifice

Library Workshop III: 
Online Searching and 
Research: Tools, Strategies 
and Methods

Global Seminar Series I: 
Emerging Asia and the 
Global Energy and Climate 
Challenge

SEAS Admission 
Programming in Beijing

TC-China Education 
Forum

Global Competence 
Education Symposia Series 
II

Art Forum: The Role of Art 
in the Contemporary Era

SEAS China Virtual Career 
Fair

LAW School Book Talk 
and Discussion: The Code 
of Capital

SPS China Virtural Career 
Fair

The Future of Chinese 
Listed Companies on U.S. 
Exchanges

Thanksgiving Film 
Screening and Holiday 
Gathering: Street Stamp, 
Winner at the 32nd 
Columbia University Film 
Festival

Press Conference & 
Symposium: Evaluation 
Report on the Sustainable 
Development of China 
2020

New Commentary| 
Reform is in the Pipelines: 
PipeChina and the 
Restructuring of China’s 
Natural Gas Market

SEAS Students and Alumni 
Event in Shanghai

Library Workshop IV: 
Searching and Using 
Primary Source Materials

GSAS Student and Alumni 
Gathering in Beijing and 
Shanghai

Quantitative Finance 
Career Development Panel

Library Workshop V: 
Proud to be Columbian: 
Columbia China 
Collections

2020.09.02-03

2020.09.19

2020.10.20

2020.11.06

2020.11.07

2020.11.07

2020.11.14

2020.11.21

2020.10.25

2020.10.29-30	

2020.10.31

2020.10.292020.09.26

2020.10.10-11	

2020.10.17

2020.11.25

2020.12.16	

2021.02.26

2021.03.05

2021.03.11

2021.03.12

2021.03.18

2021.03.19

2020.12.19	

2020.12.20

2020.12.26

2021.01.06-07

2021.01.13

2021.01.28	

2021.02.05

2020.11.29

2020.12.01	

2020.12.16	

2020.12.08	

2021.03.19

2021.03.20

2021.03.25

2021.03.26
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SEAS Spring Virtual 
Career Fair

Global Seminar Series 
II: Energy and Climate 
Change Policies in China

TC Community Language 
Program Open House

TC Welcome Reception for 
Newly Admitted Students Her Village +Barnard 

Women Leadership 
Training Workshop

SIPA send-off party in 
Shanghai

The Columbia China and 
the World Forum

Panel & Exhibition: 
Post-COVID-China 
Urbanization

Panel Discussion on Urban 
and Architectural Space in 
the Pandemic Era

Columbia Undergraduate 
Student Mandarin Debate 
Association 2021 Summer 
Event

CBS Digital 
Transformation Leadership 
Workshop

'Pioneer Open Mic' 
Roadshow II: New 
Consumer Goods Industry

In Conversation with Yang 
Lan: Propelling the Next 
Generation of Women 
Leaders

Columbia University 
Student Drama Forum & 
Workshop

Class of 2025 Welcome 
Reception in Beijing

Nansong Huang Summer 
2021 Piano Recital in 
Beijing

Opening Ceremony: 
ANOBO International 
Children's Tech and Art 
Traveling Exhibition

TC International 
Researchers Language 
Program Open House

The Way to a Student-
Centered Whole Person 
Education: What it takes 
to start new schools?

Columbia Undergraduates 
Q&A and Information 
Session

The Climate for 
Renewables: A 
Conversation on India’s 
Energy Policy

SPS Admission 
Programming in Beijing

SPS Admission 
Programming in Shanghai

Earth Day 2021 | Report 
Launch of COVID-19 
China Energy Impact 
Tracker: 2020 in 
Retrospect

SEAS Class Day in Beijing, 
Shanghai and Shenzhen

Thematic Discussion Series 
II: Preparing International 
Students for Race Relations 
in the U.S

Panel Discussion: 
Urbanization of Post-
COVID-China —Big Data 
Response Mechanism

Columbia GSAPP New 
Student Reception

Columbia China Business 
Forum

Thematic Discussion Series 
I: Combating Anti-Asia 
Hate and Violence

Columbia-Wide Welcome 
Receptions for Newly 
Admitted Students in 
Beijing and Shanghai

'Pioneer Open Mic' 
Roadshow I: AI + 
Education

Book Talk & Discussion 
with Thomas Hatch: The 
Education We Need for a 
Future We Can't Predict

Columbia Class of 2021 
Graduation Events 
in Beijing, Shanghai, 
Shenzhen and Hong Kong

SEAS Admission 
Programming in Shanghai

SIPA Student and Alumni 
Gathering in Beijing and 
Shanghai

SEAS Admission 
Programming in Shenzhen

2021.04.06-08

2021.04.28

2021.05.18

2021.06.26
2021.07.24-27

2021.07.31

2021.08.07

2021.08.08

2021.08.08

2021.08.15

2021.07.29-08.01

2021.06.26

2021.07.03

2021.07.10

2021.07.11

2021.07.11

2021.07.24

2021.05.25

2021.06.05

2021.06.05

2021.06.24	

2021.06.19

2021.06.26

2021.04.29

2021.04.29

2021.05.15

2021.05.16

2021.05.16

2021.04.07-10

2021.04.16

2021.04.18

2021.04.17	

2021.04.22

2021.04.25

2021.03.26

2021.03.27

2021.04.02
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Associate Director, 
Columbia Global Centers | Beijing

Executive Vice President, 
Columbia Global Centers and Global 
Development at Columbia University

Office Manager, 
Columbia Global Centers | Beijing

Program Officer, 
Columbia Global Centers | Beijing

Operations Officer, 
Columbia Global Centers | Beijing

Program Coordinator, 
Columbia Global Centers | Beijing

Communications Coordinator,
Columbia Global Centers | Beijing

Helena Xiao

Safwan M. Masri

Xuan Liang

Chenchen Duan

Miaomiao Bai

Xiaomo Yan

Yuning Zhu

Administration
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Governance
Faculty 

Advisory
Committee

Benjamin L. Liebman    

Thomas J. Christensen   

Qin Gao 

X. Edward Guo   

Merit E. Janow    

Alexander N. Halliday

Eugenia Y. Lean    

Lydia H. Liu

Shih-Fu Chang

Robert L. Lieff  Professor of Law; Director, 
Center for Chinese Legal Studies    

Professor of International and Public Affairs; 
Director of the China and the World Program

Professor of Social Policy and Social Work; 
Director, China Center for Social Policy

Chair, Department of Biomedical engineering; 
Stanley Dicker Professor of Biomedical 
Engineering and Professor of Medical Sciences 
(in Medicine)

Dean; Professor of Professional Practice in the 
Faculty of International and Public Affairs

Director of Columbia University’s Earth Institute; 
Professor of Earth and Environmental Sciences

Professor of East Asian Languages and Cultures; 
Director, Weatherhead East Asian Institute 

Wun Tsun Tam Professor in the Humanities; 
Director, Institute for Comparative Literature 
and Society 

Richard Dicker Professor of 
Telecommunications; Professor of Computer 
Science; Senior Executive Vice Dean for The Fu 
Foundation School of Engineering and Applied 
Science   

David B. Sandalow  

Weiping Wu 

Tian Zheng 

Wei Shang 

Haruo Shirane 

Deliang Tang 

Mingfang Ting 

Lucy M. Calkins

Senior Research Scholar in the Faculty of 
International and Public Affairs 

Professor of Architecture, Planning and 
Preservation; Director of the MS Urban 
Planning Program in the Faculty of 
Architecture, Planning and Preservation

Chair, Department of Statistics; Professor of 
Statistics; Associate Director for Education, 
Data Science Institute

Wm Theodore and Fanny Brett de Bary and 
Class of 1941 Collegiate Professor of Asian 
Humanities and Du Family Professor of 
Chinese Culture, Department of East Asian 
Languages and Cultures

Shincho Professor of Japanese Literature; Chair, 
Department of East Asian Languages and 
Cultures

Associate Professor of Environmental Health 
Sciences

Lamont Research Professor in the Lamont-
Doherty Earth Observatory; Adjunct Professor 
of Earth and Environmental Sciences; Associate 
Director, Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory; 
Co-Director, Masters in Climate and Society 
Program

Robinson Professor in Children's Literature, 
Director of the Literacy Specialist Program, and 
Founding Director of the Reading and Writing 
Project
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Advisory 
Board

Anla Cheng Hua Huang

David Jin

Korhan Kurdogulu

Kai-Fu Lee

Charles Li

Wei Sun Christianson 

Anna Fang-Hamm

Jack Hsu    

Coco Han 

Jon Christianson 

P: CC '09, CC' 16, CEO, Founder of SupChina LAW '20, P: CC '17, General Manager, Beijing 
Xuansheng Venture Real Estate Development Co. 
Ltd.

CBS '98, Senior Partner & Managing Director, 
Boston Consulting Group’s Shanghai office

SIPA '90, P: CC '20, Owner and Manager of ATA 
Holding

CC '83, P: CC '12, Chairman and CEO of 
Innovation Works

LAW '91, P: CC ’16 , CC ’18 , CEO, Hong 
Kong Exchanges and Clearing Limited, Columbia 
University Trustee

LAW '89, Chief Executive for China and Co-
CEO, Asia Pacific at Morgan Stanley

CC '04, Partner and CEO of ZhenFund

CBS '98, Founder and Chief Executive Officer of 
Ivy Group

SIPA '02, Peking University EMBA '11, Board 
Member of the Nassau County Museum of Art, 
Founder of the Goldstone Wealth Management 
Consultants, Inc.

LAW '89, CBS '89, Partner, Skadden Arps Slate 
Meagher & Flom LLP 

He Lin 

Lan Xue

Lan Yang

Alex Zhang

Hejuan Zhao

Boming Wang 

Roberta Lipson

Cherie Nursalim

Nina Sun

Allen Wang

Zhe Sun

LAW '20, P: CC '17, Beijing Xuansheng Venture 
Real Estate Development Co. Ltd.    

Cheung Kong Chair Professor of Public Policy 
and Management, Dean of Schwarzman College, 
Tsinghua University

SIPA '96, P: CC '18, Founder and Chairperson of 
Sun Media Group and Sun Culture Foundation

CC '03, Executive Director of Eco-Forum Global

Founder and CEO of TMTPOST Tech Group 
and ChainDD

SIPA '88, President of Stock Exchange Executive 
Council; Editor in Chief, Caijing magazine; 
Chairman of SEEC Media Group Limited

CBS '77, CEO and President, Chindex 
International, Inc.

CBS '90, Chair of Three on the Bund, Vice 
Chairman of GITI Group

SIPA '01, P: CC '14, President, Sunnybund Co., 
Ltd. 

GSAS '89, Founder and CEO of Babytree

GSAS '00, P: CC '14, Adjunct Senior Research 
Scholar in the Faculty of International and Public 
Affairs at Columbia University
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Our Partners

Local Schools
and 
Universities

Local Organizations

Beijing Haidian Teachers Training College

Beijing International Bilingual Academy

Beijing Normal University

Capital Normal University

Central China Normal University

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Renmin University of China

Korea University

East China University

Experimental Elementary School of Mingyuan 

21st Century Education Research Institute

Agora Energiewende

Asia Institute of Art &Finance

BNU-ANOBO Children's Global Competence 

Research Committee

China Gas Association

China's National School Curriculum and Textbook 

Expert Committee

Chinese Wind Energy Association

Energy Foundation China

Energy Research Institute of National Development 

and Reform Commission of China

ETU Education

Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press

Global Energy Interconnection Development and 

Cooperation Organization (GEIDCO)

Harvest Fund

Her Village Academy

IHS Markit Global Gas & China Energy

International Education Branch of the Chinese 

Society of Education

International Energy Agency

Institute of Education

Peking University

Shanghai International Studies University

The High School Affiliated to Renmin University of 

China

Tsinghua Daoxiang School

Tsinghua University

Tsinghua University High School

Jasper Capital

Kaiwen Academy Education Group 

Morgan Stanley

National Energy Administration

Peking University Education Foundation

Princeton University Press

Puxin Education and Technology Group

Shanghai International Studies University

Shanghai Municipal Engineering Design Institute 

(Group) Co., Ltd.

Sinopec Economics and Technology Research 

Institute

Strategic Planning of State Power Investment 

Corporation

Tao Xingzhi Institute

United Design Group

Zhongguancun Collaborative Innovation Center

Zhongnan Hospital of Wuhan University
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Address:
26, 1F Core Plaza, 1 Shanyuan Street, Zhongguancun, 
Haidian District, Beijing

WeChat ID: 
ColumbiaGlobalCenter

Weibo ID:

哥伦比亚大学全球中心

Tel: 
+ 86 - 10-82483997 / 3992

E-mail: 
beijing.cgc@columbia.edu

Website: 
https://globalcenters.columbia.edu/beijing


