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WHERE THEY
STAND GLOBALLY
n Indonesia has 4 institutes

in the Times Higher Education’s Top 1000 global
rankings, up from 0 in 2012
n South Korea has 5 in the
same rankings this year,
up from 3 in 2012
n The Philippines now has
2 universities in Top 800
n Universiti Putra Malaysia
(UPM) is ranked 229 in the
QS world university rankings and is in the Top 100 in
the subject-wise rankings,
for chemical engineering

›

Over the last couple of
years, more South
East Asian countries have
started offering world
class programmes in
English, and attracting
more international
students. Affiliations with
American, Australian
universities are a plus.
KIMBERLY DIXIT, Founder of the
study-abroad consultancy Red Pen

MOVING SOUTHEAST Here’s looking at why Vietnam, Indonesia, the
Philippines and South Korea are emerging as study destinations for Indians
Lavina Mulchandani
f you’re looking to study
abroad, there are new
options emerging right
here in South-East Asia.
Indonesia, Vietnam, the
Philippines and South Korea
are drawing growing numbers
of foreign students — many
from India — for degree courses
in medicine, engineering, business administration, law and
the environmental sciences.
One big plus is the proximity
to home; another is the pricing.
Tuition is far lower than in the
US, UK, Europe and Australia,
as are living costs.
“Over the last couple of years,
more South-East Asian coun-

tries have started offering
world-class programmes in
English, and attracting more
international students,” says
Kimberly Dixit, founder of the
study-abroad consultancy Red
Pen.
“At universities in the Philippines, many professors have
doctorates from prestigious universities in the US and UK,” she
adds.
“New affiliations with American and Australian universities
and quality research and
exchange programmes are
added attractions.”
It also helps that these countries have steadily been adding
institutes and improving their
scores on global education
rankings.
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Indonesia has 4 institutes in
the Times Higher Education’s
Top 1000 global rankings, up
from 0 in 2012. South Korea has
5 in the same rankings this year,
up from 3 in 2012.
The Philippines now has 2
universities in Top 800. Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM) is
ranked 229 in the QS world university rankings and is in the
Top 100 in the subject-wise
rankings, for chemical engineering.
And Vietnam modified its
education system a couple of
years ago to attract more international students.
“The new laws classify universities as research-based,
application-based and experiment-based,” says education

consultant Karan Gupta. “This
classification is helping many
international students make
better choices.”
The universities are also
bringing in more foreign faculty, and updating courses and
programmes in line with global
markets.
“The universities are tying
up with global players to avail
exchange programmes for their
students,” says education consultant Natasha Chopra. “Overall, they are good options for students looking to study abroad,
but stay close to home, in a more
familiar culture, at a less exorbitant cost.”
Quality instruction in
English has been a turning
point; also on offer now are good

RICHARD PEÑA professor, School of the Arts, Columbia University

‘Dedication and perseverance are key to
becoming a successful filmmaker’
Anubhuti Matta
n

DESIGN COURSES
OPEN AT ECOLE
INTUIT LAB
Ecole Intuit.lab, the French design
and visual communications
institute, is accepting applications
for undergraduate and postgraduate programmes in fields,
including graphic design, game
art, advertising and digital
communication.
The entrance tests will be held on
April 6. The selection criteria also
includes personal interview. The
institute provides international
internships in France, Canada,
Mexico, Italy, Brazil and Australia.
The application forms are available online for a fee of Rs 3,000.
For more information,
call 6534-6822.

SPJIMR offers training
programme for
business owners
Andheri-based SP Jain Institute
of Management & Research
(SPJIMR) is inviting applications
for the Owners Management
Programme (OMP) that starts
on April 7.
The curriculum is suitable for
business owners with 15 years of
experience. The classes will be
held once a month, over a period
of 12 months.
Participants are asked to prepare
and present a business plan for
the next five years.
The last date to enrol is March 23.
The fees are Rs 2.50 lakh plus
taxes.
For more details, log on to
www.spjimr.org/omp

T.I.M.E conducts a
free, allIndia mock
law entrance exam
T.I.M.E. (Triumphant Institute of
Management Education) Pvt Ltd,
a test-prep institute, is conducting a free, all-India mock CLAT
(Common Law Admission Test) on
April 1.
The test will simulate the actual
CLAT paper. It is available in the
invigilated and non-invigilated
mode. Students, who take the
test in the invigilated mode, can
avail discounts on the institute’s
classroom programmes.
For more information, log on to
www.time4education.com
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ichard Peña is a
professor of Professional Practice in
Film at the School of
the Arts, Columbia University. He has also served as the
programme director of the
Film Society of Lincoln Center and director of the New
York Film Festival (NYFF)
from 1988 to 2012.
A fan of Ritwik Ghatak,
Bimal Roy and Guru Dutt,
Peña, during a short visit to
Mumbai, said that he hopes
to see more Mani Ratnam
movies in the US.
Here, he chats about
films and studies related
to it. Excerpts:

Could you tell us the differ
ence between film studies
and filmmaking. How should
students go about pursuing
either?

The difference is simple—
film studies is studying films,
their history, genres, why
they were made and why they
were treated or made the way
they were.
Film-making, on the other
hand, deals with the production side of it and actually sitting down to making them.
Students interested in
making films should consider
it at a graduation level.
I believe undergraduates
should spend their time
learning literature, arts, politics and science or maybe

‘STUDENTS SHOULD
EXPLORE WORLD
CINEMA TO TRY AND
INCORPORATE THE
BEST OF EVERYTHING
IN THEIR FILMS.
THEY SHOULD GO
BEYOND CLASSROOM
BOUNDARIES’
pursue film studies but even
then, it is important to complement it with the subjects
mentioned above.
After that, if they are still
interested in making films,
there are many graduation
programmes.
Most students and schools
go wrong in offering filmmaking at an undergraduate
level.
Sadly, students tend not to
have too much to make films
about because they haven’t
really read or seen or lived
that much.

What is the best way to learn
and teach filmmaking?

There are many different curricula and a lot of different
ways of approaching filmmaking.
However, I feel the best
way to go about teaching it is
to adopt a collaborative manner where students are
encouraged to work on each
other’s films and perform different roles and duties.
A director in one film
should be an editor in
another and an actor in the
third. It’s the best way to
learn. However, unfortunately, most other schools
promote a lone wolf attitude
where they emphasise that
an individual does only his or
her own work.
As with almost all the
other arts, the best
thing to do is to do
and see as much as
you can and try and
take all that in.
Also, never stop
being a student.

How have you
seen the lan

guage of cinema change over
the years? What should
students be aware of while
picking topics?

I happened to be at the
NYFF at a time when a lot
was happening, thanks to
technology that changed the
way movies were being shot
leading to cinema becoming a
visual treat.
By 2000, it was no longer
unusual to receive a box with
20 films from Taiwan or 10
from Iran or Brazil because
everything became so accessible.
Today, film-makers are
choosing a range of themes —
from making those on different ethnic communities and
class groups to sexual minorities.
So, students should
explore world cinema to try
and incorporate the best of
everything in their films.
They should try and
go beyond classroom
boundaries.

Success in films is not easy
and often takes many years.
How can students keep them
selves motivated?
Success doesn’t always have
to be awards. You don’t have
to choose award-worthy
themes. The students I
cherish the most are those
who make films they want to
make. It’s also not easy, it
takes years before you can
taste success.
In the meantime, some
teach other students, some
turn to commercial work but
that’s how it works if you
have to pay film bills.
Dedication and perseverance
are key to becoming a successful film-maker.

Is there a right answer to the
question: what kinds of films
should one make?

I always tell them to make the
films they want to make and
represent what they desire.
After it’s made, we can talk
about how to market it,
which festivals might be
interested in it.
However, it’s not going to
be of interest to anybody if it’s
not of interest for you.

internship opportunities. “Universities in Indonesia, for
instance, have industry partnerships and a collaborative
approach to education,” says
Gupta.
“Vietnam has several universities offering programmes in
conjunction with foreign universities. It has also started
offering intense English-language MBA programmes over
the past three years.”
In the Philippines, a growing
number of Indians are opting to
pursue medicine. “Degrees
obtained here are recognised by
the Medical Council of India,”
says Gupta.
“More importantly, the climate of the Philippines is very
similar to the climate in large
parts of India,” he adds.
“So they have very similar
patterns of disease, which help
Indian students who want to
practice in India.”
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Tips to help you prep for
competitive exams
Abhishek Patil
n

htspecialprojects@htlive.com

In modern times, cracking any
competitive exam demands hard
work and determination. Here’s
a preparation plan that works
well for CAT, banking and government job exam preparation.
n Build a concise study plan
ensuring adequate time is allocated for each section. Depending on your strengths, you can
give more weightage to the sections that need more focus.
Multiple revisions are also recommended.
n Adhere to the updated exam
syllabus. It will give you an
idea about the study material
you need.
n Track your improvement and
test your performance periodically. The time-bound mock
tests help in improving your
speed and give you a real-time
analysis of the exam pattern.
n One of the easiest ways to crack
these exams is to brush up on
your Mathematics syllabus
from Class 6 to 10. After revising the formulae from algebra,
geometry and arithmetic sections well, you can focus on
solving problems.
n Verbal ability is an important
section in all the three exams.
It tests a candidate’s strength
onreadingcomprehension and
vocabulary. Develop a habit of
reading every day from a variety of texts like magazines,
newspapers, articles, novels.
n Group study sessions, especially those conducted online,
can be beneficial. They promote collaborative, interactive
learning — making exam preparation more fun and engaging. Few online test preparation platforms with a pan-India
presence and a good user base,
also support students with
competitive score, detailed
analysis and personalised
remedial materials.
n Timemanagement is an important practice to succeed in your
examinations. The easier sections like English, Computer
or General Awareness should
be attempted first and quickly.
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This leaves you with ample
time for trickier sections like
Quant and Reasoning.
n While it is important to study at
least for 6-8 hours every day, it
is equally important to get sufficient sleep and be well-rested.
Don’t over exhaust yourself or
neglect your physical and mental well-being. Mental exhaustion can lead to anxiety
attacks, which further results
in unnecessary silly mistakes
during the exam. So, stay calm
and approach the exam with a
positive mindset.
n As there is negative marking in
CAT, you should focus on accuracy and strictly avoid guess
work.
n Banking exams have sections
of logical reasoning and quantitative aptitude wherein can-

didates are supposed to master
the new introductions using
the recommended smart strategies, tricks and methods. You
should focus on these two sections more as they are not only
tricky but also carry a lot of
weightage.
n While bank exams mostly test
your knowledge about facts,
government exams like UPSC
CSE test your opinions ability
to encounter social situations.
It is important to stay up to date
on the current affairs and build
your general knowledge. It’s
equally important to analyse
the information and have an
opinion about it.
The author is the CEO and
cofounder at Oliveboard, an online
preparation portal for entrance exams

