
THIS IS A COpy OF ORIGINAl.. MATERIAL 
INure COLUMBIA UNIVElCiIT; RAz<E ;;OOh: AND 
MANUSCRIPT LISRMY. 'nu.S I'\',A,EkIALMr't.Y DE 
PROTEGE" BY COPYRIGHT LAW (TIT'_E 17 U.S. CODE). 

COLUMBIA 

UNIVERSITY 


UNIVERSITY CONVOCATION 

LOW MEMORIAL LIBRARY 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 17,1949 

AT NINE O'CLOCK 




Processional 

Invocation 
THE CHAPLAIN OF THE UNIVERSITY 

Music 
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY CHOIR 

Come, thou fount of ev'ry blessing American Fo//( Hymn 
arr. John Powell 

Come, thou fount of ev'ry blessing, 
Tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
Streams of mercy never ceasing, 
Call for songs of loudest praise. 

REFRAIN: 

I am bound for the kingdom, 
T17ill you go to glory with me? 
H allelujalz, praise the Lord. 

o h! to grace how great a debtor 

Daily I'm constrained to be! 

Let that grace, Lord, like a fetter, 

Bind my wand' ring heart to thee. 


Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, 

Prone to leave the God I love; 

Here's my heart, Lord, take and seal it, 

Seal it from thy courts above. 
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Conferring of the Degree of Doctor of Law 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY 

The candidate will be presented by 


SCHUYLER CRAWFORD WALLACE, PH.D. 


Director, School of International Affairs 


The citation will be read by 


ALBERT C. JACOBS 


Provost of the University 


Response 


His Excellency 


JAWAHARLAL NEHRU 


Prime Minister of India 


Stand Colum bia 
Mother, stayed on rock eternal, 

Crowned and set upon a height, 
Glorified by Light supernal-

In thy radiance we see light. 
Torch, thy children's lamps to kindle, 

Beacon-star, to cheer and guide, 
Stand, Columbia! Alma M ater

Through the storms of Time abide! 

Recessional 

The Prime Minister and the President of the 

University will receive guests in room 2 I 3 at 

the conclusion of the ceremony 
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Public Information Office 
ColJElbia Uni 'J8rsi ty FOR RELEASE AFTER 9: 30 P .1I. 

(EST), Mmm:i'{, OCTOB~R 17 
Robert Harron, uirgctor 

Ci tCLtion read by Provost 11.1bert C. 
Jacobs as the degree of Doctor of 
LaF~s W[LS conferred upon Pandi t Jav:aharl?J 
Nehru, Prime ,hnister of Iniia, by
President Dwisht D. Eisenhower, 1'.10nday,
October 17, 1949 at 9 P.M., in rotunda 
of Low iJemoria,l Li brary, COIU!l1bia 
University. 

Jawaharlal Nehru, foremost disciple of the g;reat 

apostle of Indian freedom, indo11it.ab18 leac1)r of his people alon~ th,:; 

thorny path of li bi."3rati on, wi se cOl.ms,c311or an0 'TIolri8r of poli cies of 

a reborn nation; a renowned interpretJr o~ ths aspirations of a great 

racs, his intelloctual leadprship has co~bin8i a profound know18dge 

of the culture and institutions of the ~est ~ith tho zr8~t h~rita~e 
~ .. 
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peonles, his devotion to the noble i~~nls of univ0Tsal peace and 

und. prs+-'-' ' nd·l·na... ·. h01T8 1"0"'":tJ f'or ...... · H t·n-", r:lt... U · 
,.1.. 

"CAl;.~ ·:'I... l·'''' of'.L ",1'ck~l ':\. .. t.vew ,.<") ~L',J 11..i. him .L ,-~ Y"'"'SpJ.. '~C;" .... nrl v , ·i l ·u... t. l... ".,I '-lot .. mo:'nl~l·n.-l 

Columbia is proud to welcoffi'~ him .?.s one of )'1I';r riistin~u,ished sons and 

aw"'r·--] hl· rll thQ hl' ·-,·h",,,,f hnno .... 1" n hnr PO"!"""to ..... _ (""(.. .. _ .I~ ..... ,.,I _ .:>.!. l.,l ..... ) 'J _ v I _..I.. J 1. J. : . '' v l. a 

* * * 

Text oP Pr0si~8nt Eisonhower's remarks 
at the conclusion of the rO:liinq; of th9 

Citation 

I gladly a(l~i t you to thf': degr~e of Doctor 0: Laws 

honoris causa, in this University and confer upon you all rights ani 

pri vil(j.g;es which attach theroto, in token whereof I hanrl you thi.s 

diplor:1a. 
:+ * * 




Public Information Office 
Colu.lrnbia Uni versi ty FOR PLLEA3E Af'TER 9:30 P.t~. 

(E~T), ;.mNDAY, OC10B~~R 17 
Robert Harron, Directnr 

Text of addre~s by Pandit Jawaharlal 
Nehru, Prime Minister of India, at 
Convocation held in his honor In Low 
Hemorial Li brarr" Columbia Uni versi ty,
Moniay e'Tenin~, ' uctober 17, at 9:00 P.M. 

r.~r. President: 

I afYl deeply ~ra teflll to thi s g n~a t Uni versi ty 

and to you, ~ir, for the honcur YO'l have done me in invi tin~ me 

today and in conferrin~ the honorary D8~ree of Doctor of Laws. It 

is an honour to be associated wi th +Jhis U:1i versi ty and wi th the 'Ilany 

~en of learnin~ and seekers after truth of this Univ~rsity and I 

shall treasure it. To have that sir~nal honour conferred upon me by 

one who has played sl.wh a distin~'lished part in both war and peace 

adds to its "alue. 

I have come to you not so much in my capacity 

as a Prime lAini s t-;r of a great country or a poli tician, but rather 

as a humble seeker after truth and as one who has continuously 

stru :r,~led to find the way, not all'mys wi th success, to fi t action to 

the objectives and id~als tha t I have held. That proce~, s is always 

di fficul t but it becomes increasim;;ly so ln this world of conflict 

and passion today. l")oli ticians h(1.ve to d~al wi th day-to-day problems 

and they s eek i'1lrnodia te remedies. Phi 1080nhers think of ultimate 

objecti ves and a re apt to lose touch wi th tho rlay-to-day world and 

its problems. N3ither approach appears to be ad30uate by itself. 

lsi t possi ble to combino those two approaches ar..rl f ';.nctiQn cl.f t 8 :' the 

mann3r of .?lato's Philosoph'3 r-kin?;s? You, Sir, who have had the 
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exp~rience of a role of a ~reat Y'1.q,n of action as also th~l.t of a 

philosophs r as head of this Univ9rsity, should be able t6 help us 

to anSW':3r this question. 

In this world of inc8ssant and fevorishacti vi ~Y 

men h:lv8 li ttle time to think, much less to consio.c r ideals and 

Obj8Cti vos. Y~t how are we to act evan in the prc~sont unless we 

know which way we arer;oin~ and rlh[lt our objectives are. It is only 

in the poac3ful atmosphr;re of a Uni v8rsi ty that the8e basic probl '3 ms 

can be ad::;quately consid :~red. It is finly when the yOlln~ men and 

women who are in th8 Uni v;:; rsi ty to-nay, r~nd t!'ln v:hom the b!lrden of 

life's problems will fall tomorro 'iv', learn to have cle?"r objectiv~s 

and standards of values th~l.t th-Jr,q is hope for th3 n ~n:t ~enJr[l.tion. 

Th'} pas t p;onorati on prod'lcod somr.; ~r::;CL t 'nen b1.lt as a o;p,n8rati on i t 

1gd the world pc: pr, [ltedly to di sas t!;r. Two world wars an; th~ pri ce 

that has been paid for the lack of Disdom on man's part in this 

~ensra tion. It 1 S a t'Jrrible pri ce and tha trag;(~dy of i tis that, 

~'JGn aft0r that price was paid, 'vve he-tVe not purchased real peace or 

a cess~tion of conflict, "~nd [LY}3V8n d .3cper tra;ssdy is that 'nankind 

dOGS not profi t by its experience flJ1r1. continU':;s to [l,0 the sane 1;/ay 

which led previously to disaster. 

'./ 13 hELve had wc-1.rs and we have had victory ELnd 

w'; hav~ crJlebrat(] d that victory, y:;t vlhn.t IS victory [lnd hO"fl do we 

rnetlsuro it? ii war i s fou~ht presumably to o!.ain c (~ rtai n 0 bjecti vas. 

The i :; f ,]?"t of the eno:ny is not by i tsel P an Ot")j l"; cti lIe but rath :~ r the 

r'~ !11ov[ll of an obstruction to'.van-is the attainment of the obj ·.:;ctivo. 

If th?<.t objective is not cl,ttR.incd. , +,hm that victory over thJ enA"Yly 

brin~s only ne~.'l.ti ve r,'jliof and ind ( ~ o d 1s ~o real victory. \;;8 ha,ve 

SAen, ho we ver, that the tllm in wars is al"1lost entirely to defoEl.t the 

I3nGrny and the oth~;r and rE~al obj ::; cti ve is often forp;ottc-m. The 
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re sa~t has bsen that the victory attained by defeating the anemy has 

only b:3 cn a very IX-1.rtial one and has not sol ved the r eal problom, or 

. f . + h sol '-'8d the imnediate problern, it has at the same tim-=) ~i 'len 1. l'J as 

rise 1.0 many other and som8times worse problems. Therefore it becomes 

necestary to have the r oal objectives c18ar in our minds at all timos, 

whothE!" in W[tr or in peaco, ann. a hmys to aim at achiGving, th~;.t 

obj 3cti ve. 

I think also th(l. t thcr r; 1 s always a clo~e and 

intima.te rel <1,tionshi~ bi3 t v\fscm the end '::e apn a t and the means adt"lpted 

to attain it. Even if t h8 end is ri a,ht, but the 'Yloans are \]',rron~, 

that will vitiate t~e end or div'3 rt us into a wrona: direction. 

;,18ans ano. ends are thus intim(~t81y and inoxtricably connectGd and 

cannot bo separa t ed. Tha t indsod hn.s boo n tho l e sson of old tau~ht 

us by mc:,ny gr(;at men in the pn,st, but unfort l.ln['~te ly it is rG ldom 

I a;n venturins to place some of these ideas 

before you, not because they are novel but bocause the y have im

pr8ssed thellselvGs upon me in the course of my life which has been 

spent in altsrnating periods of ince ~sant acti vity and conflict, and 

cmforced 1,3 i sure. The f2.;rnat lcad :~ r af my country, ~ ,1aha tma Gandhi, 

under whos8 inspiration and she lt~ ring care I p;r r;; w up, always lC1.id 

stress on morn.l value s and warned us n,JVi-J r to s 'lbordinate msa:vlS to 

ends. We were not worthy of him ano. yet to the best of our ability 

we; tri 8d to follo w his t :,acnirus. Even the limi t ed extent to which 

wo could fo l low his t eaching yi e lded rich r osults. After a g;en -; ra

tien of int8nse strug;s l e wi th a great and pov:;t~ rful nation, we f1.ch i 0V3d 

success, and pnrhaps tho most sisnificant pn.rt of that achie \Tc'TIent, 

for vvhich credi t is due to both parti es, was t he "1lanne r "f it. Hisu,ry 

hc:trdly affords a parallel to a solution of ~uch a conflict In 

- }'IORE ... 
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a peaceful way. fallQwed by fri endly and cc~p')rative relati~ns. It 

is astonishing h~IN rapidly bitt"1rness and ill-will b8twe:m the two 

nations have faded W'JEl.y gi vin&; place to cf'operati~n, and we in India 

ha v8 d :; cidcd ~f ~ur ewn froe will to continue this ccoperati(ln as em 

in~ependent nati~n. 

I 1.'·lOuld not pr8su.rne to offer advice t~ ether 

and mcr ~3 e:cpJrionced nations ln any way. But may I suggest for your 

cOYlsidpration that there is some less('In in India's p t3 a~eful revolutitn 

which mi~ht be applied to the lar~A r probl ems b~fore the w~rld today? 

That revolution d"·11onstrctted. to llj that physical fGlree need not 

necessf..rily be tho arbi t ,Jr "f '1lan's destiny and thn.t the '1le thed of' 

w~ing a strug.'~lo and the way of its t '7 r!'!linatien ar8 of p?..r-amount 

importance . Past history shows 'lS the i'np,.,rtant part that physieal 

force has pla.y ~~d. But it alSI!> sho'vs us thEt.t no sueh forco can 

ulti'TIately ignere the 'T!t'ral forc es of the ''\ferld, and if it atte'11pts 

to do so, it d~H~ s so at its p3ril. Today this pr~ble'11 faces us ).n all 

its intensity because the weapons that physical f(!)rce has at its 

disposal are terrible to contemplate. Must the twentieth ~ entury 

differ from pri~itiv8 barbarism only in th~ destructive efficacy If 

the weapons that man's in;senui ty has invented for man's (L;structien? 

I do boli c3VO, in aecordance wi th my "'I1ast8r' s t9aehin~, that th'3re is 

another way tn 'nna t this situation and s(llv8 th3 proble"!'! that faees us. 

I r eal i ze that a s tato S':1an ~T a man lATho has t~ 

d'al with public affairs cannot i~nf')re r ealiti og and cannot act 1n 

t erms of abstract truth~ His activity 18 F\.lways limited by the degree 

of receptivity "f th ~ truth by his fElllow men. Nc v8rth:;l e ss the 

basic truth romains truth and is alvmys to be kspt in vi ew and so far 

as possible, it should guide our R.ction8. Othc;rwise we ge t cau~ht 

up in a vicious eirel,; of 8vil when on'3 ,;vil action lOMs to anoth3r. 

... JORE ~ 
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India is a v '~ ry () 1d country wi th a sreat past. 

But it is a now country also r.ri th new unz;"-;s and dr'sir·ss. Since 

AQ~ust, 1947, sho has b88 n in a position to pursue her foreign policy. 

She was limited by the reali tie s of thl si tuation which VIe could not 

Ignore or overcome. But even so she could not forget the lesson of 

hor csreat leader. She has tried to adapt, howsoever imp~rf 8ctly, 

theory to reali ty insofar (1.S she could. In the fWllily of nations she 

was a new-comer and could not influence them a;raatly to be ~in with. 

But she had a c~rtain f,;.dvantage. She hed ssn ;at potential rcsourc lJ s 

which no doubt would incp; r~se h::;r power ann. influence. A greatAr 

an.vant?')=je lay in the fact that she wn,s not f -: tterad by the past, by 

old enmities or old ties, by historic claims or traditional rivalries. 

Even agai nst hor form.; r ru10rs thore was no bi ttornoss 18ft. Thus, 

India Cl.me into the fwnily of nations with no prejudices or enonities, 

r ,8 ariy to we lco;118 anr. b ~ t'Je lcomeri. Imwi tably sh0 hn,d to consider her 

fort3i~n policy in t e rns of (3 nlir,ptened self... intqrest, b:lt at the sa'!le 

tim8 she bro~ht to ita touch of h3r id Jalism. Thus she has tried 

to combinG id :alis:n \vi th national intnrest. The ':JaIn obj ecti ves of 

that policy are: the purs!li t of poace, not throw~h alig;nn::mt wi th 

any major pO I'I/":;r or ':Sroup of powors, but throQ~h an indApendent approa

ch to 811.ch controversial or disput:Jri iSS1~18 ; th.s liboration of subj ect 

p20ples ; t,hc maintenance of fn;edo:n, both nn.tional anrl in(h vidual; 

tho elimination of racial rl.iscri:nincttion; and tho eliminc-ttion of 'Nant, 

disease and Ignorance which afflict the ~r8[tt")r part of the world's 

population. 

I an askerl. fr '3q uontly why Inriia does not align 

herself wi th a partic,:tlar nation or a ~roup (f nations, and tolcl that 

because we ha 1JG refrained from doinr; so, 17 r8 are si ttin~ on ~he fence. 

The question and the cO"!lfrlont (t.n~ easily unc\8r s tandn,b1 8 bGCj :ClUS8 In 

- MORE 
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times o:f crisis it IS not unnatural for th6s8 who are involved in it 

dasply to regard cR.lm obj '3ctivity in others as irrational, short

si~ted, negative, unreal or even unmanly. But I should like to make· 

it c13ar that th8 policy India has ROll~ht to pursue is not a nep;ati'!8 

R.nd neutral policy_ It is R. posi tive and a vi tR.l policy which flo';;'s 

from our strucl',glG for fr'?8dom ani from the teachinfj of '·1ahatvna Gandhi. 

?eaCG is not only an absolute nec~ssity for us in India in ord2r to 

progress R.nd devJlop, but is R.lso of paramount importance to the world. 

How can th~i. t peac·3 bf) prosnrved? Not bI surrend,C)ring to R.~'~r8ssi on, 

not by cOinpro'11isinCS vii th <3 viI or injustice, hut als') not by tR.lkino; 

and pr'3pari~c:; for 1!"var. nrrgression hC1.s to bC3 mJt, for th:Lt cndan~,;rs 

pen.cc. At thG serne tiY'fJ.8 th ,::; lesson of tho last two wars hR.s to be 

ro'n2mbsr'Jd [Lnr1 i t R-· r :(1}S to me astoni shin~ that in spi t3 of that Ie sson 

1.~!8.ss0 the sa'flO way. Th3 v1ry procGf:s of a llarshallin£', of tho ~~rorld 

into two hostilo camps precipitR.tes the conflict which it is 80u~ht 

to avoid. It pro'lucGS A. BonAO of terrible f '3ar ani that fear ~p~rkens 

'w.m's l1inis and lr;ads thwn into wron.~ courSGs. There is perhaps nothing 

so bad and so dan~c;rous in Ii fe as foar. As a ~n~a t Pre si0 cm t of the 

Uni t ..d. St~ L t ,,,; s Raid: Th '~re is nothinrs r:~R.lly to f eFl,r (;XCGpt f c3R.r i t-

s;lf. 

Our proble~, therefore, beco~es one of lessening 

R.nd. ul ti rna tely put ti n~ R.n 8n1 to thi s f c-'mr. ThR.t wi 11 no t h?npen if 

R.ll th2. :~!orlr1 tEtkes sin.;s and talks of WR.r. 'V[1.,r becomos al'11ost certR.in 

then. 

';/-:; are R. mcmbur of thr; fa'11ily of nCl.tions ann. we 

have no wish to shirk any of the obli~R.tions ~md. b'lrd.p.ns of thR.t 

m3mh'Jrship. \JiG have acc3ptsl. fully the oblir;ations of membership of 

th3 Uni t8:1 Nations and intcmri to Clbin.8 by theYll. We 'wish to make our 

fuI1 C'DY.ltribll:~Jion to th8 common store and. to :r8ndsr our full llGflSUre 

- [lITOEE 
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of Si3rVlce. Bllt that can only be dom~ effccti vely in our ovm way anri 

of our own choicG. Via believe passionfl.tely in thQ :L;:!1.ocratic 1l;tho:i 

and. we seak to enlarr;sG th~; bounds of democracy bo th on th .) po Ii tical 

anrt tho 8cono~ic plane, for no ie~ooracy can ~xist for lon~ in the 

!lin.st of want and poverty and innquali ty. Our i:rrnodiate n'~cds aro 

for '~conomic bsttc;rrnent and rai sing th::; standards of our peopL;. The 

moro ~[(~ s'lccoed in thi s, the '11or,'; we can s:;rvo th ':; cause of pGace in 

the world. /'/.") arc fully aWftro of our wsn.knesses ani f cLilirw;s and 

claim no sUp'.:- rior virtue, but 1.'J8 io not 17ish to forfeit th8 cd. van ta£si; 

that our nrc; sent dp, tachrmnt .. , us a'1r1 we b31i eve thA. t t~o rnainten... <;ri V8S 

ance of that ~2tachm3nt is not only in our intor~Bt but also in the 

intGr~st of world peace fmi fr0 edom. That intachrnent is neithGr 

isoLttionis'11 nor ind.iffe renc::) , nor n:;utrali ty vrhon PO.'lCG or frs(doY!J. IS 

threR. t ') noi.. Whr:m 'llan' s Ii bort] or p~;n.c8 is in ·lD.ng'Jr V'fe ca.rmot anrl 

s112,,11 not bG n:mtral; noutrEl.lity, then, "rill bl) a b'3trayal of 'Nhat we 

hav.3 fouc;ht for ani stEl.ni por.• 

If we s);ok to ensun3 peace, wo n.1.ust a ttfwk the 

root CEl.USCJS of w~r ann not 'YB n;ly the sJtlptoms • What n.ro tho unipr

lyin~ cauw;s of y.rar In the morhrn v"Orlel? 

One o:f' the basic causes 1 s the dominati on or thc; 

n.ttanpt to dominate onl] cou.ntry by n.no thGr. Larcz,0r pEl.rts of Asia Ij:rere 

ru131. till roccmtly by forei£Sn ani chiefly E '.lro po r...n powors. W.3 our

s81v8s W8:re part of tho British Empire, as \''!8ro also Pn.k:istan, Ceylon 

cm.J. Bur"!l.a. Francs, HollEl.ni, Portuo;al still have territories ove r which 

they rule. But the rising ti~e of nationalis~ ani the love of iniepen

''lAnc:; he-VF] SUh11.<3rged mos t of the; Jes t,') rn TI>YJpi res in Asia. In Inionesia 

I hope th~t th8re will soon bean in~epeniont sovereign state. Wo 

hope also that French Inio-Chinr... will achiove freodo~ ani pence b3fore 

lon~ undor a Gov-::; rnment of its Ol/In choic<J. j~1uch of Africa, however, 

.. MORE 

http:HollEl.ni


• 8- ... Nohr'J a:llrc.;ss 

is s'lbjcct to foreign powers, some of whom still attempt to enlarge 

th:;ir DO'Ylinions. It is clear that all rGmainin~ v8Sti.rses of Imperial

ism an::1 Colonialism will have to rlisapp0ar. 

Scconrlly, there is the prob13~ of racial relations. 

Th3 prosr3ss of soml.~ rac es in know18dfS8 or in invention, their success 

in 1.'lar and conquest, has to'TIpt,-:;r. thG'!l to beli e ve that they p..r c racic:dly 

sup (~rior and. has lei th3'1l to trGa.t othrer n?tions wi th c::mtempt. A 

r 8cent --:xample of this W:1.S tho horri ble a ttO:11ptt so largely successful, 

to axt8 r11inE'~te the JoVlS. In ,isia and Africa, racial sLlp,jriori ty has 

b :;en most wi::bly ani rnof:.t insolently 8xhi bi tGl. I t is for.gotton that 

ni3arly :1.11 the ~r3at r olLg;ions ofnankind :trOS8 in the East anrl that 

wonderful ci viIi zations gFWT up th'3re when Dlrope and Am')ric.q W';;"S 

still unknovm to history. Thf) W8st he ..s too often ,le spiswi the Asian 

ani the African ann still, in ·nany plrLcGs,iAnins th8'Yl not only r; ouali~ 

ty of ri ~11 ts bu-~, 8vcm CO:1».1o n 11~lmani ty ani kinilinnss. This is one 

of' UF] ;~n;at -tanger points of our mo rl~rn IVorli.; an'l now that Asia ani 

Africa p..ro shakins off thr;ir tonior fdYl arousing thomstJlv8s, out of 

this ovil 'nay como a confla~ration of \7hich no man can S ~~3 the ran-~8 

of conS8C1U8nC·3S. Ono of your csrea t JS t mon SR.i 'l that thi s cl)untry 

cR-nnot '3xist half slave ann half fr3 ~) . The 'Norl'l cannot long ~aintain 

peace if half of it is enslavei ani iespis~ rl. ThJ problG~ is na t 

ab~Je..ys si!'11plQ nor can it be) sol vni by a resolution or a ,:l') cr38 , but, 

unless there is p~ fir!11 an~l sinc'Jrr.:; i ;ternim:ttion tl sol V i] it, ther3 

will bo no p3aCG. 

The third r 8.:l.S0n -"or 1,mr p..n,:~ rsvl)lution is tho 

,-1'rYlls:Jry an.,..J wan t 01. -" rm. II'Inns o.~ -" p"rsons In "YJ.any ccun t r1. 08 an . , In 08.rt'~l-

cular, in Asia and Africa. In th0 W::;st, thour;h the '.'/ci.r h:=LS brought 

mucn,.mlSGry an:l ' '.LLrJ'f'f"•. ICUIt'18S , th i~ cO"Yrnon rnan7,8n8ra11y I' ,many 1 V8S In 

Roynlj 'n,:;asure of co~fort - hG hrls fo o'l , cloth(;s, shP,l tp,r to some ';xtsnt. 

- LlOBE .,. 



9-~Nahru alir Ass
• 

The basic proble~ of the East, therefore, is to obtain th ~ se necessarl e s 

of lifo . If they are lacking;, then there 1S the apathy of dr:-spair or 

ths 13structive ra.ge of the: revolutionary. Political subjection, 

racial ineq'lali ty, economic in:3 quali ty and rtll sery .,. these are thn evil~ 

which we have to rellO"G if wr, would ensure poace. If we can off~r no 

r erneiy, then oth8r cries anrl sla£S:l.Ds make an a np3 al to the minr1 s of the 

peopl e . 

Many of thD c~)untriBs of Asia havs ent,:; re-J the 

family of nations; others we hOp8 will S00n fino a plR.ce in this circle. 

4<3 hav,3 the sa''1e hOPJS for tho countries of Africa. This proces's should 

proc ·38d rapi:lly, p~ nri. rlill'Jri ca and Europe shoul:l USG their ~rea t influence 

and pow3r t o facili tate i t. ~V8 s·~e bdf ore us vast changns takin~ placG 

not only in th0 political ani 9conomic spheres, but even more so in 

thA 'nin~s of "!len. Asia is b('.)comin~ clyna"1.ic a~ain ani 1S passionately 

ea£;8r to progn;ss an·l. raise tht; economic stan1ar1.s of her vast masses. 

This awakenins:; of a p;iant c0ntimmt is of tho p;r~:;at;:st importMcG to 

th~ future of rrlEtnkind Emi r :;q'lin:;s ima~in~J"ti ve states'11anship of a hi.csh 

orrhr. The probl ~3ms of this awalcnin~ will not be solvod by l ':)Qkinrs at 

it ~ith fsar or in a spirit of isolati onisll by any of us. It requires 

a frienily ani unj8rstHn1in~'j appr0ach, clear objectives, Etnd a cornman 

sffort to nmli Z8 th:::rn. Th,3 co10ssal Axpcm'ti tura of 3nargy and resources 

on p..rrntl.y!ymts, that is an outstanrling featl.lra of "1J.any national buif59ts 

t o'-lay, d..JP, S no t solve th; pro blell of world p~r.l,C '3 . P,;rhaps even [-.~ frac

tion of tl:mt ']!ltlay in l) th'3r vmys and. for oth:::r purpos8s, will pro'Jin8 

11. ~ore 3nduring basis fJr p8ace ani happiness. 

Tha t is India's vi ~w , off e r e1 1n all frienilinass 

to all thinkin~ "n8n an1 WO"YJ.8n, to all p-;rs r)l1S of' g;0;ylwill, in thp, name 

of our comnon humanity. That vi8\v IS not based on wishful thinking, 

but on a ri.sep consi~ ~ rati on of the prob18~s tha t afflict us all, an~ 

on i ts m~ri ts 1 vent!lre to Dlace i t before you. 

* * * 
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Mr. Pr8si'1~nt, Honorerl Guests, Ladies and Gentle

, men: 

On behalf of the Trustees, the Presid8nt, and 

the Fac~ll tics of Colmnbia Uni versi ty, it gi ves me great pleasure to 

greet you this evening. 

Durin~ th8 past two hunrl.red years, Columbia 

Uni versi ty has ,,'{Glcamod to its portals many ,1istinguished ~l.1ests. 

But no one of them has b'3en mor8 iistin&Suished or more welco~e than 

the gue~t we have with us toni&Sht. I have the honor, Mr. Presirip,nt, 

to present for the de'sree of Doctor of Laws In Columbia Uni versi ty 

one of the world,' s most renovmerl statesIlen. I rio so humbly ann. 

simply. 

Descen1e1 from an honorable Brahman family -

originally from Kashmir, Jawaharlal Nehru was born in /lilahabad on 
, 

HI)'1e'11ber 14, 1889. Educated initially under tutors at ho~e, he went 

- MORE 
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then to Harrow, and from there to Trini ty Collep;e, Ca!TIbridge, 'Nhere 

he took the degree of Master of Arts, then to the Inner Temple. 

Returning to India, he at first followed in his father's footsteps 

and became an ad vocn.te at the Allahabad ~Ii~h Court where, if he had 

so desired, he might easily have purslJ.ed a distinguished legal career. 

Instaad, he choso to throw his onerglGS into 

politics, becomins first a member of the All India Congress Comrrrrttee, 

then General Secretary,an1 finally President, -- dodicating himself 

by so doing to thA causa of independence for his native land. 

I!TIprisoned in 1921 and 1922, and a~ain both in the thirties and early 

forties, he and his associates persevered in the pursuit of their 

objective until on AUF-;llst 15, 1947, their efforts were finally 

croffiled wi th success. Together wi th Mahatma Gcmdhi, our distinguished 

guest exemplifies in American eyes the fl11l flowering of the movement 

for Indian independence. 

Pandit Nehru, however, is much !TIore than a great 

revolutionary lea~er. The role he played in the initial ne~otiation~ 

wi th Lord IAountbattellr hi s conduct of the po~t of Vice-President 
. I 

under the Int~1rim Gov:~rnrnent, his course of action as Prime Minister 

of India, as IEni star of Extern[l.l Affairs, and as Mini ster of 

Scientific Development, have all proclai!TIed him a great, ~- perhaps 

I should say the gre[l.t~st -- Indian statesman, fully meriting the 

support and adoration bestowed upon him in his native land. 

But this is not all. Pandit Nehru has long since 

revealed himself as !TIore than an Indian patriot and Indian statesman. 

More than any other single mp~, he was responsible for convening the 

First All Asian Conference -- in which all the Asiatic nations, with 

the single exception of Japan, participated. Beyond any other person, 

he stands today as the leading exponent not merely of freedom for all 

- MORE 
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Asiatic n~tions but of freedom for all tho peop18s of the world. 

Pandit Nehru's activities, however, have not been 

confinGd to the fields of Indian BJld Asiatic poli tics. In a V~-iry 

real sense he s~bolizes, both in his person and in his writings, a 

bridge between the East and the West. In English prose of surpassing 

di stinction he introd'lc,:')S into Glimpses of World History -- the fi rst 

of the three llajor volurm s to flow from hi s pon -- a parspecti V8 which 

consta.ntly rerninds tho Occidental n~Rder that much of what he has 

hi thorto considerod uni v;3rsal history is, in fact, parochial in its 

character. I shall not pcms9 to cO"rlment on hi s Ii t,:;rary contri b'ltions 

furth:;r, other than to say th(Lt his AutobiosrcLphy hFts alr3ady takr:m 

its place in literary history as one of the classics of our time. 

But Pandit Nehru IS more than a great Indi<U1 

patriot and states'11an, he is more than a champion of the oppressed 

masses of Asia, mora than a distinguishsd literRry fi~ure, scholar and 

philosopher. He is, In a very real sens,), a 7vorld statesman. He it 

was who, at a ConfercmcG of CO ;'TIlnom~rtJal th Prime ,i:1inist:=; rs, devised tho 

formula vvhereby India could become a republic, - .. as she ~.Till dtl next 

January 27 -- and at th(~ same time remain wi thin the Commonwea.l th of 

rJations. He it is who, as Pri~ne Minister and as !'hnister of Ext-3rnal 

Affairs, has ~uided and gi_lid3S Indian participation in the counsels ~f 

the Unitr;d Nations. 

Indian patriot and statesillan whose energy and 

wisdom h8.ve not m(~rely brought hi s country to th3 threshold of nat.ion

hood but have glided her early di3velopmcmt, champion of the peoples of 

Asia, distinguished scholar and philosopher, world statesllan! On 

behalf of this Univorsity, thif'l traditional seat of liberty and law, 

r3quest, sir, that you confer the de~rJG of Doctor o~ Laws upon His 

Excellency, ?andit Jawaharlal Nehru. 

* * * 
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Panrij t Jawaharlal Nehru, prIme minister of Iniia, 

will deli ver a major arlctress on his nation's foreign policy at the 
/

special convocation to be held in his honor toni~t (Mon:lay) at 

9 0' cl·lck in Columbia Uni versi ty' s Low l~emorial Li brary. 

The a'liress will follov1 the conferring of an 

honorary Doctor of Laws (le~ree on the prime minister by General 

D . ht D h (1 1 ,. . d tn'WH~ • l!.l sen ower, iJO wnOHl prePl . en • 

The impressi ve cenJmony will b8gin wi th an 

academic procef!sion in which the trust(,~9S, Uni versi ty Counci 1 and 

officers of the University, all in acad8mic robes, will escort the 

pri'l1e ~ini s ter to the rotunrla of th2 Li br:try. 

?rofs ssor Schuyler C. ~ Vallace, ct.ircctor of 

Columbia's School of Intern:1.tional Affairs anrl chairman of the Depart· 

ment of Public Law ani }o Vern':l8nt, wi 11 calIon the Be v. Dr. Jal1es Ll. 

Pike, chaplain of the University, for an invocation. The cO'11bineQ 

college choirs viill then sing an Ame rican folk hynn, I'C0'118 , Thou, 

Fount of Ev'ry Blessing," after which Profe ssor Wallace will 'TIftke the 

presentation aidrass. 

Professor Albert C. Jacobs, provost of thA Univer 

si ty will then rea/i the ci tation for the honorary iegree , ani 

Pr3siient Eisenhower will confer the r1. 8gr '~e. The prime minister will 

then give his all.ress, and. the care:rJ.ony will conclu~18 with the 

r:~c8ssi onal. 

The ceremony will be witnessed by 6QO guosts, 

including leading stH. te srnen of Inrlia ani the Uni ted states; represen

tati V G S of the state D8p<-\rtrnent ani the In:lian r1.eleg;a tion t'J the 
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Uni t :-d Nations; a g;roup representin~ tho of'fice of the Indian consul

gen:;ral in New York; educators from Columbia ani other institutions 

who are especially interested in Far Eastern affairs; pro'1linent 

Americans of Inrlian orib"Sin; New Y()rk Ci ty officials; a...YJ.~1 the trustees 

ana officials of Colu~bia. 

All In'han stu1.ents at tho Uni versi ty, numb3ring 

approximatoly 100, have been invited to att(md the; cere'7lony. Other 

stuaents will hAar th8 pro~ra~ ov~r a public adirsP8 syste~ in the 

lounge of John Jay Hall. 

Followin~ tho convocation, a reception will be 

h81d, also in Low Library. 

The pri'1le minister ani his party will arrive on 

tho campus at 6: 30 0' clock for dinn8r wi th Presirlon t an'1 Ivlrs. Ei sen

havlOr at tho Presi-1,ent's !·hluse, 60 iiornim;siie Drive. Dinw~r guests 

will inclurle the prime '-ninist9r's sister, ~1ada'!le Vijctya Laksh'1li 

Panii t, ambassaior from Iniia to thE" Uni ted ~Jtate s; Mrs. In0ira Gan:ihi, 

the prime llinister' s 'la~'Shter; Sir G-irja Shankar Bajpai, secretary

gensral, Ministry of External Affairs; Sir B. N. Rau, permanent 

delegate to the Irdia dele!Sation to thn U.N.; B. R. Sen, minister 

plenipotentiary at the In.han e"!lbassy, and Mrs. Si~m; Frederick 

Coyken1.all, chairman of Columbia's trustees, an0. Mrs. Coykenjall; 

Pr >3si~ent William Russell of T8achers College, ani Mrs. Russell; 

ProfoR80r Albert C. Jacobs, r"1tirin~ Colu~nbia provost; Dr. Grayson L. 

Kirk, provost-el'3ct, an-1. L1rs. Kirlq Professor Schuy10r C. Wallace and 

1,.1rs.IVallace; Arthur Hays Salzb~rg() r, Colu'11bia trustee, an~. Mrs. 

S'.llzbGrser; Ja'TIGs DeCa'"'1p Wi se, presirlen t of Co lumbia Lissocia t e s, anrl 

Urn. Wise ; Professor Justin f[. O'Brien, chair-nan of the cornrnittee on 

public ceremonies, an0 Mrs. O'Brien; ani Professor John H. He Lyon. 

lEost of the convocation pro~ra'11 will be robroa·:icast 

by Station ViOR frorn 10 to 10: 30 P.M., anrl on the Hutual ne twork frorn 
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10: 30 t o 11 0 ' clock. The St:'.te l);partrnent wi 11 record. the cnrJ 'nony 

for r ebroaicast to Iniia anrl the Bri tish Commonweal th ani for use OV'3r 

the .u8part1r;nt' s Voice of a'Ylorica radio not work to Europe and Asia. 

10 - 15 - 49 
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